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The Distinguished Achievement Award is presented to indiv-
iduals who hawe gained reglomal or national recognitiom for
outstanding professional achievements.

Wendell Holmes Gilley, a graduate of the University of
Maine at Orona, Class of "2%, was TH when he died on April 24, 1983
at his home in Seuthwest Harbor. Wendell Gilley left his own
momorial; thousands of his wood carvings of birde are in the
hands of collectors, museums, and admirers throughowt the world --
from Canada, to South America, to Paris, London, Yugoslavia and
Belgium.

From his youth Wendell Gilley enjoved wood carving as &
hobby, but wntil 1934, owned a fanily plumbing business
established by his grandfather and father. But by this time, his
hobby had become an art, lscreasingly sought by collectors, and
he made the decisfon to devote his full eime to the art of bird
carving.

His deap appreciation of bird life and his Intensive study
of birds in their natural hablitat earned his carvings special
recogaition in Aserica's cultural rescurces. More than six
thousard birds eserged from his hands, many of thes of ssall
birds, particularly the chickadee. He is also well kmown for
large carvings of eagles, ospreys, geese, owls and life size
carvings of ducks, herons and wild turkey.

His original style transformed the eraditional crafe of
wood carving Inte a fine arc and in his book, "The Art of Bird
Carving,” he shares his technical secrets of bird 1ife and his
own special talent for carving.

Today the Wendell Gilley Museum stands in his home towm of
Southwest Harbor to honmor his achlevements and preserve his work.

In recogrition of the accomplishments of Wendell H. Gilley,

the University of Malne at Oromo is honored to present this
Distinguished Achievement Award.
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